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Synopsis

The history of Lamberta “St. Louis International Airport is the story of American aviation. Everything
that has taken place on the airporta ™s footprinta "from Lindbergh to American Airlines, jet airliners
to space travela "constitutes a microcosm of the triumphs and tragedies of winged flight in America.
The Aerial Crossroads of America chronicles the transformation of the patch of farmland leased by
Albert Bond Lambert in 1920 into the sprawling international airport it is today. lllustrated extensively
with images from the airportd ™s history, the book tells not only the story of Lambert, but also the
history of what it means to take flight in America. Aviation expert Daniel L. Rust begins his story with
Albert Bond Lambertd ™s pioneering efforts to promote air travel in the Midwest. While other
American airports might today eclipse Lambert, Rust shows that airports serving New York, Los
Angeles, and Chicago all lack the longevity of Lambert and its range of historic activity. In the book,
Rust moves at super-sonic speed, covering the 1923 Air Races, Charles Lindbergh and his Spirit of
St. Louis, the US Air Mail service, the birth of American Airlines, military aviation, the rise of the
aircraft manufacturing industry, the development of air traffic control, regulation and deregulation,
and the decline of Lambert as a large hub following the demise of TWA and 9/11. Brimming with
anecdotes, little-known historical threads, and lively explanations of just what Lambert has meant to
the aviation industry, The Aerial Crossroads of America will be an invaluable resource for anyone
interested in aviation, inspiring readers to glance out their windows and admire the view on every

ascent.
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a ceThe upcoming centennial of this illustrious airport is a fitting time to outline and share the history
of Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. From the early days of grass and dirt runways, to the
beauty of the copper-clad arches of the Minoru Yamasakia “designed terminal, Lambert has seen,
and has been very much a part of, the development of civilian and military aviation in the United
States. This book serves as a marvelous testament to a great airport.a « (Mark Nankivil, president,
Greater St. Louis Air and Space Museum)a ceA major contribution to the story of how transportation
shaped modern St. Louis. | have used Lamberta “St. Louis International Airport countless times, but
until | read Rusta ™s excellent history, | never realized what a fascinating legacy it embodied.a ¢
(Carlos A. Schwantes, University of Missouria “St. Louis)a celn this generously illustrated book,
Daniel L. Rust chronicles the efforts of Lambert and his successors to establish the airfield, explains
the fielda ™s role in the golden age of aviation, and describes the challenges faced by todaya ™s

airport.a « (Missouri Historical Review)

Daniel L. Rust is assistant director at the Center for Transportation Studies, University of

Missouria “St. Louis. He is the author of Flying Across America: The Airline Passenger Experience.

| got this for my daughter as a Christmas gift since she’s a book lover that works at Lambert. | have
to admit that | read a lot of it before | gave it to her and it’s a really interesting book with lots of great

photos.

| FLEW COMMERCIALLY OUT OF LAMBERT FOR MANY YEARS AND | THOROUGHLY
ENJOYED THE BOOK. EXCELLENT HISTORY OF THE DEVLOPMENT OF A GREAT AIRPORT.

Very well written and designed book providing a much needed narrative of a great American airport

with a rich and colorful history.

An outstanding book with informative text , great pictures of not only airplanes , but the whole area

from then till now !

Yes , this is a very good book, especially for those that worked. at Lambert anytime during their

airline careerl spent a little over half of my 490 years here
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